


' Are your beliefs 
any more reasonable or 

provable than a 
belief in flying saucers?' 

Canadian photogra­
pher Doug Curran 
docs not partioularly 
behove 111 UFOs Yet 
for more than six 
years. he has criss­
crossed the United 
States and Canada 
gathering what may 
be the most revealing 
pictures and storres 
ever to come out of !he 
UFO movement 

sickness. and war 
Curran also photo­

graphed Orlando To­
roni. of Orland. Cali· 
forn1a. who drn1es to 
the top of a hrgh h1U 
eacti evening and 
pulls a box of equip­
ment from his agmg 
Oldsrriobtle. His goal 
to track UFOs h1d1ng 
behind satellites. 

Curran's subjects 
are not UFOs hut the 
people wt10 believe u1 
them. "What mterests 
me are people's be­
liefs and how those 
beliefs shapo their 
lives.·· he explains "So 
one day 1n the sum· 
mer of 1977, I bought 
an otd Renault, threw 
my cameras into the 
back and set oot from 
Edmonton Wherever 

UFDUPCATE 

And in Bellaire 
MIChrgan. Curran took 
photographs of John 
Shepherd, who has 
converted his grand· 
mother's small house 
Into a UFO detection 
center, its walls filled 
with more electronic 
equipment than a 
NASA tracking sta· 
lion Shepherd trans· 
m1ts signals chqsen 
for their uarttstic hi.,: 
ma,., energy~ day and 

I went. I'd ask 1oca1 policemen and newspaper editors 
wl'lelher they knew of anyone butfding a rocket or trying to 
contact people from outer space Sometimes they'd say 
'Sure Go down to the traffic 119ht and tum 1eft. and about 
three m11es or And I'd follow !he direct.errs ar.d fmd a 
rocket rn someones t>ackyard 

wanoer ng around the continent 1n fact Curran four.Cl and 
photographed lfie UFO movements most ardent belie!Jers 
He met e1ghty-two-year-01d Ruth Norman alias Archangel 
unel. head otthe Unar:us F uundallon in Ei Capn. Cal!forma 
Norman (with d1sc1pte abovel and her 400 followers believe 
they have lived past h11es on the 32 worlds of the Intergalac­
tic Confederation Earth. they contend. 1s the "garbage dump 
of the universe," peopled by those whose past evils have 
!ell them the lowest possible status of Karma. the force da-
1erm1rnng destiny 1n future lives. Once enough or us adopt 
Norman's teachings and stop transm1tt1ng negative psychic 
energies, tho Space Brotliers wilt free ~rs all from poverty, 

night hoping to lure a uFO with his equ:pment 
Atone or in groups UFO be11evers have many things n 

commor Curran found ''Most llave ti1gh-sch0ol drplomas 
and are in the lower mradle class though I met a few who 
are wealthy Most are mtddte -aged, and quite a few cu1tists 
have &.-en hQhts or experienced other phencrnena they could 
not expla n · UFOs Curran 1ee1s. are a kmd of a god for OL~ 
soctety TI1ey seem omni!.;c1c-'flt. benevoiem. and unconfined 
by the laws of space ano ltme (PsychologiSt Carl G I Jung 
said that man could never get away trom his need to make 
mytns. UFOs are one or the myths that help people deal 
Wlth our cornptex 1nt1m1dat1ng world ' 

Curran·s photogmpns and observations are being pub· 
hshed 1n a book called tn Advance of the Landing. Folk 
Concepts of Outer Space (Abbeville). Says Curran "I really 

I 
wan! the book to poml back at th. e. reader and ask. :A.re your 
belief& any more reasonable or provable than a belief in 
flying saucers·>' ·'--OWl.N DAV/E.S 
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