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®@Are your beliefs
any more reasonable or

provable than a
belief in flying saucers?®

Canadian photogra-
pher Doug Curran
does not particularly
believe in UFOs. Yet
for mare than six
years, he has criss-
crossed the United
States and Canada,
gathering wha!l may
be the most revaaling
pictures and stories
ever o come out dl the
UFO movement.
Curran's subjecis
are nol UFOs hut the
people who belleve in
them. "What interests
me are people’s be-
llefs and how those
baliels shape ther
lives," he explaing. "So
one day Inhe sum-
mer 6l 1977, | baught

siockness, and war,
Curran alse photo-
graphed Oriando To-
rani, of Oriand, Cali-
fornia, who drives to
the top of 2 high hill
each evening and
pulls a box of equip-
ment from his aging
Oldsmobile. His goal
to track UFOs hiding
benind sateliites.
And in Bellaire,
Michigan, Curran took
photographs of John
Shepherd, who has
converted his: grand-
mother’s small house
Into a UFQ detection
center, itswalls filled
with ‘more slectronic
equipment than a
NASA tracking sla-

an old Renallt, threw ' : tion. Shepherd trans-
my cameras. into the mits signals chosen
back, and set out from for their EH'ES!IC hu=

Edmonton. Wharever

| want, I'd ask local policetmer-and newspaper editors
whelher they knew of anyone-building a rocket or rying to
contact people from culer space. Someiimes they'd say,
'Sure. Go down (o the traffic lignt-and turn feft. and aboul
three miles on. . . .' And I'd follow the directions and ind a
rocket in someone's backyard.”

Wandering around the continent, in fast, Curran fourd and
photographed the UFO movement's most ardent believers.
He met eighty-iwo-year-old Ruth Norman, alias Archangel
Uriel, head of the Unarius Foundation; in Ei Calen; Caiifornia:
Norman (with diseipie, above) and her 400 icliowers believe
they have lived past lives on the 32 worids of the Intergalac-
lic Confaderation Earth, they contend., isthe “aarbage dump
al the universe,” peopled by those whase past evils have
latt them the lowest possible status of Karma, theforce de-
termining destinyin future. lives: Once encugh of us adopt
Naorman's leachings and stop transmitting negative psychic |

energies, the Space: Brothers will free us all fram paverty, |

man energy” day and

night. hoping 1o lure & UFO with his equipment
Alone or.in groups, UFD belisvars have many, things in
comman, Currap found. "Most have high-schog! diplomas
and are in the lower middle ciass, hough | met a few who

arewealthy, Mos! are middle-aged. and quite a few cultists

have seen th!s or exparenced other pha’mena they could
not explain " UFOs, Curran feals; “are a kind of 2 god or our
sociely They seam ammiscient, benevolent and unconhined

by the laws of space and lime, [Psychologist Carl G.] Jung

said thal man could never get away from his need (o make

myths. UiFOs are ‘ong of the myths that help people deal

withiout’ complex; ntimidating world.”

Curran's photegraphs and abservations are being pub-
lished in a bool callad (n Advance of the Langing: Folk
Concepts of Quier-Space (Abbevile). Says Curran, | really
wanl the book to peint back al the reader-and ask, ‘Are yout
bellefs. any moré redsonable or provable than a belief in

flying saucars? "—OWEN DAVIES
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